woodworking
business thriving
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Locals and tourists alike
appreciate quality, custom work
from a local craftsman

By KRISTEN MUSTYNSKI
Saon By Veica e
BIDDEFORD — In an age
of mass-produced fiber board
furnifure, 2 quality chakr or table
ntight seem ||lr o thing of the
past for thos
31 budger

i miod:
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furniture is available,
und it's being made right in our
own backyard, by Roger Rheault,
owner of Rheault's Furninne on
Pool Strect.

The sprawling display of
Adirondack chairs, picnic tables
and lawn decorations on his
property along cuter Pool Road is
bt a sampling of the pseces that

owever,

Rheault produces for sale

While the classic Adirondack
chairs are popular, Rhenult also
sells o full line of other outdoor
furniture and indoor pieces us
well. Accent pieces like the wish-
ell or goose plunter add vari

s extensive indoor fur
niture offerings, from cabincts,
bookshelves and tables to glass
showcase and television centers.
For outdoor enthusiasts, he offers
Adbrondack boveseats with and
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45,000 rraders troughous
Baddefond, Saco

and Old Orchand Beach

er Rheault, owner of Rheault s Furniture on Pool Streel in
B deford, takes a break in one of his porch rocking chairs. 'Bulow

left, o painted Adin chair with & beach scene and
Rheault finishes ossembling a chair for o customer last week

A goose themed flower box is one of man
Rheault creates for the outdoors, alang wi
furniture.
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without built-in tubles, Canadian
rockers, swings, and even
Adirondack barstools.

Rheault staried the business in
1987 when his roadside creations

and had started building picric
tables for a fellow restaurateur,
When the friend couldn't accept
the tables right off, Rheanlt placed
Ihembylhmdenllhem

in his garage workshop, ming
pieces of cedar, pine, sprace and
teak into functional art pieces of
furniture. The screws he uses are
of yellow zinc or stainless steel
and the wood s of the highest

quality, he said.

*1 ke a bot of pride in my
wark,” said Rheault. “Quality is
my top goal and 1o keep the cus-
tomer happy.

Rheault said be is self taught
in woodworking and has pushed
Timself to perfect his skills. Afier
ncarly 20 years in business, be has
developed an efficient process of

wood creations that
his line of indoor

cutting, smding, assembling and

Summer is the busy season
fior Rheault, while custom orders.
keep him going during the winter.
He does repairs for some cusiom-
ers and restores antiques for ath.
ers. Businecs has grown in recent
years, especially custom work,
said Rheanlt. With so many tour-
ists traveling Route 9 to the beach,
Rheault has received onders from
a5 far as Texas and delivered them
himself. Most of his busness is
local, however, especially from
those who own property near the
beach, and Rheault said he enjoys
interncting with his customers.

Rheau't said he tries o keep
his prices competitive without
forsaking quality. The Adirondack
chair is $125, while a porch rock-
er goes for $130 and the Canadian
rockes is $950 with the table and
avming. Most customers “recog:
niee the quality right away™ and
don't even ask the price, he said.

Some of Rheault’s work is dec-
omted by Judi Lavoie, & local an-
tables and chairs with her paint.
ings of oceanside scenes.

Rheault ssid he hopes to
branch out with more antiques
and seeks 1o add a new product
every year. This year, he is offer-
ing Rliss hammacks and a line
of windchimes to accessorize
his fumiture. The new pieces are
in addition 1o the eye catching
weathervanes and table umbrellas
fior sale on Rheault's lavn.

Rheanl’s Furnitare, ot 383
Pool Street, is open from 9:30
. to 7:30 pm. six days a week
and Sundays by appoi ,
Visit www.rheaultsfurniture com
or call 283-3949.

—Cantart Kristen Mieszwnski
by calling 282-1535 ext. 329 ore-
il ristenm @ gwi.net,



